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AGAINST THE 


PROPOSALS 


OF THE 


Rojal African Company 


For SETTLING the | 


TRADE to AFRICA. 


SECOND L E T TE R. 


Menn of a 


SI R. 12 


O U R obliging Reception of the Seaſnable Obſervations on the J. 1 to Africa, 
and of the Reaſons for committing the Care of the Britiſh: Forts and Caſtles, and 
the Protection of the Trade, to a New Company, with a ſuitable Foint-Stock, 
5 encourages me to ſubmit to your Conſideration the following | Remarks, in 
Anfeer to ſuch Objetions, as hm ſay, N pore _ * to KS N ſub) oined 
to the Obſervations, . 3s | 


The 2 O eri. 


Some you ſay alledge, That the Company, by valuing their Charter, Fonts; Caſtles, and 
aol ber N in * at 1 50,000 . ſe too great a Price upon them. 


ANS W E R. 


They who will really conſider the great Hazard and Expence of ſending out from 
England, to ſuch remote Climates, all Sorts of Materials for erecting: ſuch Buildings; the 
Charges of tranſporting, maintaining and recruiting a ſufficient Number of Artificers and 
Soldiers for the carrying on and compleating ſuch Undertakings ; the Penſions, Preſents 
and other contingert Expences which the Company muſt have been at for obtaining the 
Conſent of the King Kings of thoſe Countries to build, and for their Aid and Aſſiſtance againſt 
another Nation, wo claimed a Right to exclude all other Europeans from ſettling in thoſe 
Parts, and who-ſpared no Coſt or Expence to obſtruct ſuch Works, and to harraſs and lay 


the Company's Scan under all poſlble Difficulties ; I fay, they * will conſider * 
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and the like. Particulars, muſt naturally eonelude, that the Company have been * 


moderate in valuing their Property in Africa at no more than G 150, ooo. 
And if it be further conſidered, that the late King of Pruſſa aſked of this Nation 200000 
Crowns for one Fort only, at Cape Three Points on the Gold Coat, which he fold afterwargs 


to the Dutch, and which coſt them as much more at leaſt before they got Poſſeſſion of it. 
And if we likewiſe conſider, that the preſent India Company of Paris purchaſed of the 


former Senegal Company their Forts and Settlements, in the River Senegal and at Goree, 
for One Million Six Hundred Thouſand Livres, amounting to about / 80000 Sterling; I ſay, 
if theſe things are duly conſidered, he muſt be an intire Stranger to all Proportion that can 
doubt, whether the Forts and Caſtles belonging to the Royal 4frican Company of England, 
on the Gold Cogft and in the River Gambia, are not really worth three times the Money 
which they now aſk for them. 12 ; 


The Second OBIECTTIO N. 


Others, you are pleaſed to ſay, alledge, that the Ti ade to Africa has been gradually, 14 : 


many Years paſt, extended and enlarged ; and that it is now in the moſt flouriſhing Way and 
higheſt Degree of Improvement that the Nation ever knew, at any one Period of Time, ſince its 
Beginning, and conſequently that it is in no Danger of being loſt to this Nation. 


Jam very unwilling, Sir, to paſs fuch a Cenſure upon «theſe Aſſertions as they deſerve 
well knowing that it will be much more agreeable to you to ſee them confuted by plain 
Matters of Fact and Experience. I anſwer, - therefore, » | 

Firſt in general ; That in the Year 1726, when the Company and ſeparate Traders were 
examined before the Lords of Trade, it was aſſerted by the private Traders of London, 
Briſtol, and Liverpool, that they had then 200 fail of Ships imployed in the African Trade, 
and that excluſive of thoſe in the Service of the African and South Sea Companies, which 
were then reckoned to be about 5o Sail more. Now, if we may ſuppoſe theſe 2 30 Sail of 


Ships to have meaſured but 120 Tons one with another, the Total of the Tonnage of the 


Ships imployed in the African Trade in the Year 1726, muſt have amounted unto 30000 
Tons. But by ſome Accounts before their Lordſhips in the Year 1744 it appeared, that 
for the ten preceding Years the Tonnage of Shipping imployed in the African Trade, from 
the Port of London, had decreaſed from about four or five thouſand Tons per Ann. to about 
twelve hundred Tons per Ann. and that the Tonnage of the Shipping imployed in the 
African Trade from Briſtol and Liverpool, within the ſame Period, amounted to no more 


than about five thouſand Tons each per Annum : So that the whole Tonnage of the Shipping 
-— mploycd in the Trade to Africa, within that Period, amounted to no more than about 


Twelve Thouſand Tons per Annum at moſt. It is therefore certain, that according to theſe 


Accounts, the Tonnage of Shipping employed in the Trade of this Kingdom to Africa, was 


detreaſed from the Year 1726, to the Year 1744, from 30,000 to about 12, ooo Tuns, per 
Annum; and hence it appears that it could not poſſibly be faid with Truth, that in the 
Year, 1744, our Trade to Africa had been gradually extended and enlarged, and in a moſt 
flouriſhing Way, and higheſt degree of Improvement that the Nation ever knew it at any 


one Period of Time ſince its Beginning. And as we have been in a State of War with the 


Spaniards as well as with the French ever ſince the Year 1744, I will ſubmit it to you to 


Judge, whether there is any Room to believe that it is in a more flouriſhing Way now, than it 


was before the French War broke out. But farther, | in) v # 

2: I Anſwer more particularly, That it is highly probable that Africa abounds with as 
many, and as rich Gold Mines, as any in Bra, inſomuch that the Royal African Compa- 
ny in the very Infancy of their Trade, that is, from the Year 1675 to 1690, imported fuch 
Quantities of African Gold into this Kingdom, that they coined at the Tower near 400,000 
Guineas, with the Elephant upon them. But, how many Guineas have all the private 
Traders to Africa coined out of African Gold for the laft 30 Years that they have enjoyed a 
free and open Trade to thoſe Parts? I believe J may venture to ſay that in theſe laſt 30 
Years they have not all together coined ſo many Guineas out of African Gold, as the Com- 
pany did in the firſt 15 Years that they enjoyed the Trade wholly to themſelves : And if fo, 
may we not ſtill affirm that the Trade for African Gold, is greatly declined, and even dwin- 
dled away almoſt to nothing, : 8 

3. With regard to the Negroe Trade, I anſwer, That before the Trade was laid open in 
1697, the Company furniſhed our Plantations with the beſt Cormantine and other Gold Coaſt 
and Whydah Negroes at 151 and 181 per Head; and that for the next following 30 Years, 
while the private Traders (and eſpecially thoſe who fitted out from Londen) ſent out great 
Numbers of Ships to purchaſe Negroes at Whydab, Anamaboe and other Places on the Gold 
Coaſt, the Britiſh Sugar Iſlands, &c. were tolerably well ſupplied with the beft Negroes 
from thoſe Places, at 20%, 25, and go! per Head. But what Prices are the Planters in Bar- 
badoes and Jamaica, & c. obliged to pay for the ſame Sort of Negroes at this Day? Are they 
not lately advanced to 50/ per Head or upwards ? Now, what hath been the Reaſon of the 
Scarcity of ſuch Negroes, and of this prodigious Advance in the Price of them? Is it not 
owing to the Encroachments of the French on the Rights and Privileges of the Britiſb — 


8. 2 


NI 
at Anamaboe and other Places on the Gold Coaft, where our Forts and Caſtles are chiefly ſitu- 
ated? Was it not owing to theſe Encroachments and the Inability of the Company to put a 
Stop to them, that for five or fix Years before the War with France broke out, the French 
traded openly at Auamaboe, and purchaſed all the Negroes that they could lay their Hands 
on at any Rate, for the Uſe of their Sugar Plantations, while our private Traders were de- 
terred by the high Prices which they gave, from buying any, or at beſt, but very few ? And 

will any Man after this ſay, that our Trade to Africa was then in a flouriſhing Way and high- 
eſt Degree of Improvement that the Nation ever knew at any Period of Time ſince its Be- 
ginning ? If I were inclined to make invidious Reflections, might it not be ſuſpeted that 
they who fay ſo, wiſh-for nothing more than to ſee this principal Branch of our Trade loſt, 
that they may have an Opportunity of vending the worſt and loweſt priced Negroes from new 
and old Calabar, and other Places in the Bight and on the Coaſt of Angola, in our Plantations, 
at the ſame high Prices which the Planters — been obliged lately to give for the beſt Cor- 


mantine or Gold Coaſt N 


. I aſk, did not the French before the preſent War * out, obtain Leave of the Na- 
* to build a Fort at Anamabce in the Heart and Center of the Gold Coaſt, and in Sight of 
Cape Coaft Caſtle * Will they not attempt and uſe their utmoſt Endeayours to carry the fame 
Project into Execution as foon as Peace is reſtored between the two Nations, if not prevent- 
ed in Time? And ſhould they ſucceed therein, will they not have it in their Power to en- 
grols the only Sort of Negroes that are fit to bear the hard Labour in our Sugar Plantations ; 
and conſequently to raiſe their own upon the Ruin of ours in a few Tears? Will any Man that 
hath the leaſt Spark of Concern for the Honour, tor the Safety and for the Proſperity of his 
Country, ſay, that while theſe Things remain hanging over us, that the Trade to Africa, and 
that the Trade to our Colonies and Plantations in America axe not in any Dapger of being loſt ? ? 


© The Third OBz7t e ＋ I ON. 


There are others, you ſay, who pretend that there i is 10 ; Occafis for fo many Forts and: Ca- 
files as the Company have on the Coaſt of Africa, and that, if they were al [demoliſhed, except- 
ing Cape Coaſt Caſtle and James Fort i the' River Gambia, two or three Men of War always 
cruizing at Sea, would be ſufficient to protett our Trade there from one End of the Coaſt to the 
other. Now in Anſwer to theſe Allegations, you will give me leave to oblerve ; . 


I. If neither the Enghſh, nor Dutch, nor French, nor any other European Nation had any 
Forts and Caftles in Africa, I admit that Men of War might in the main be ſufficient to 


protect our Trade at Sea in thoſe Parts, 
= 1 O TKEWirt AdiIIic; # of — vw 5% the Bag lib. Dutch, and £5, 1 many 


Forts and Caſtles in Africa, that Men of War are neceſſary, and morè elpe Y af - 
War, for ſcouring the Seas, annoying the Enemy at Sea, protecting our Shif s, and 
ſome Emergencies, for aſſiſting the Forts with extraordinary Supplies of Men, Proviſions, 
Ammunition, and other Helps which they may ſometimes be in want of. But, 

3. No Man, I am perſuaded, that underſtands he Nature and Ways of Trading with 
the Natives of Africa, will ſay, That in any Part of that Country, Where the Dutch, Frenth, 
or Portugueze have Forts and Caftles, and the Eg; none, Men of War alone, would be 
ſufficient to protect our Trade there. We have a Proof n point to the contrary thereof, on the 
Gum Coaſt, extending about 400 Miles from Cape Blarics to the River Gambia, on which Coaſt 
the French have Forts only at wo Places not far diſtant from one another; (and we have none.) 
And yet by Virtue of thoſe two Forts alone, and in Conſequence of the- Influence which they 
give them over the Natives, we have intirely loſt the whole Trade-of this Part of the Coaſt for 
Gum Seneca, and other Commodities, And therefore until ſuch time as we can ſee the ſame 
recovered again, and a free and open Trade with the Natives, re-eſtabliſhed and carried on 

by the Aſſiſtance and under the Protection of Men of War only, I muſt conclude that the 
ſame Fate would attend our Trade on every other Part of the Coaſt of Africa, were we to a- 
bandon any of our Forts and Caſtles, while other Nations are Labouring, not only to keep 
up, but, to increaſe the Number of theirs, 

4. To theſe Reaſons againſt diminiſhing the Number of our Forts and Caſtles in Africa, 
I ſhall only add; That, if we do not ſpeedily Increaſe the Number of them, by Building 
a New Fort at Anamahoe, and by erecting others at Szerraleon, and higher up upon the 
Banks of the River Gambia; the French will undoubtedly get the better of us in thoſe ſeve- 
ral Branches of the African Trade, to the irreparable ' Detriment of this Kingdom, and the 


Colonies and Plantations therrunto belonging. 
= 6 The Fourth OBI ET Lo x. 


Orhers you ſeem to intimate are againft all Joint-Stock Companies, as detrimental to Trade; 
and liabe — many Abuſes at Hame as well gs Abroad. But theſe and the like Allegations are 
capable of very ſatisfactory Anſwers. For, 

1. Though it may be admitted that Joint-Stock Companies, with excluffoe Priviledges 


L- os be — to Trade, if limited to 3 where there are ſettled and 1 
| we 


LC $73-: 

Laws and Governments, and Power ſufficient within themſelves to protect thoſe that come 
to Trade with them; yet in remote and barbarous Nations, ſuch as Africa, where we are 
obliged to build and maintain Forts and Caſtles for our Security and Protection, not only 
againſt the Treachery and Inſults of the Natives, but likewiſe againſt the frequent Encroach- 
ments of other European Competitors with large Joint- Stocks; and where it is alſo propoſed 
That the Trade ſhall be and remain free and open to all others his Majeſty's Sutjetts, without con- 
tributing any thing to the general Expence ; It cannot, ſurely, be denied, but that it muſt be 
much ſafer and more adviſeable to intruſt the Care of our Forts, and the Protection of our 
Trade in thoſe Parts, to a permanent Corporation or Body of Merchants, with a ſuitable 
Joint-Stock, and reſiding at London, than to leave them to the Care of any Number of 
private Perſons whatſoever, 4 1 

But ſhould it be urged, that ſuch a Company with a Joint- Stock might be able t many 
Abuſes both at Home and Abroad, I anſwer, That granting the worſt that the Objection 


of the Whole, ſhould be kept up to, though liable to ſome Abuſes among ourſelves, than 
to run the Rifque of loſing the Whole, by changing an old Syſtem liable to ſome Inconve- 
niencies, for another New Scheme liable to a Train of infinitely more dangerous Conſequences. 
And to this I ſhall only add, That if we cannot prevent groſs Abuſes among ourſelves, I am 
at a Loſs to ſee how we can preſer ve this Trade from falling into the Hands of other Nations, 


De Fifth ORT STT N. a 

The laſt Objection, which you mention, relates to the Fund which the Company propoſeszʒ 
and which you are pleaſed to ſay fond excloin againſt, as tending ie encourage Uſury, and to efta- 
bliſh Iniquity by a Law; to which I anſwer, | | 


That 1 am extremely ſorry. to hear that any Gentleman ſhould' expreſs any diſlike to a 
Propoſal that hath fo viſible a Tendency to prevent the ſale and diſpoſal of ſtolen Goods, and 
to eaſe and relieve the Neceſſities of many Thouſands of poor and induſtrious People in and 
about theſe great Cities. The Deſign of the Propoſals being to Licence, Regiſter, Regulate, 

and Inſpe the Buſineſs of Pawnbroking ; to prevent their buying, or lending Money upon 
ſtolen Goods; and to reduce the preſent exorbitant Rates or Premio's which they take for 
Money lent upon Pledges, from 50, 40, and 30 per Cent. by the Lear; and to limit the 
{ame to 20 per Cent. and no more, according to the following Rates; viz. That for every 
Sum not exceeding 2 5. 6 d. they ſhall take o Halfpenny and no more for every Calendar 
Month that the e ſhall remain unredeemed ; that for any Sum more than 2 5. 6 d. and 


”..* Ixcarding 5 y ſhall take 2 71 uy per Month and no more: that for every Sue 
— er G 12 i 4 4. by the M 55 Aid no more; and ſo in that Proportion for other 


Sums lent, not exceeding 20 J. 

his is the Subſtance of the Fund propoſed by the Company ſo far as it relates to the 
induſtrious and neceſſitous Poor; nor have we any Money, fit to negotiate ſmall Sums with, 
at a lower Premium. But with what Juſtice and Propriety this can be ſaid to tend to the 
Encouragement of Uſury and Extortion ; or to the eſtabliſhing of Iniquity by a Law, I 
muſt leave it to thoſe who are ſharper ſighted than I am, to explain. But if after all, Gen- 
tlemen ſhould not approve of this Fund; any, other will be equally acceptable, provi- 
ded it be ſufficient to anſwer the Ends propoſed by this, I have the Honour to be with great 


Truth and Reſpect, - - | 
"FER 1h 5 tft Te ene 
March 31, la . ieee 5c Four mo obedient, Servant, os 
Ld Socom lei) 2:55.46 1, PGTLNSCERTS 
| 
ttt nn . 


104 N. 
Ewguen N Vο AAN h e 
vas 44 :--- : 
au 1 OL 


JHLI LSNIVOV 


S NOITIOATGAGO 


841 18 gary 


3 
0 
8 
0 
2 
8 
ook 
8 
I 
D 


S1VSOdONS. 


Suppoſes, it is certainly better, that the ſafeſt Syſtem for the Preſervation and Improvement, 
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A Full Anſwer 10 all the Objections to the BILL for 
Eſtabliſhing the Trade to Africa, ina R Slate Comp ny. 
— PF 72 


Objection 1. HAT the African Trade was no Monopoly, but advanc'd vaſt Sums to gain 4 new 
Trade in a barbarbus Country. 

Anſw. The Truth of that Fact is wholly denied: The Trade to Africa having been free to all 
the Nation from the Infancy of bur Navigation, till 1660. before the etabliſhing two former 
d this preſent Company, who obtain'd their Charter tor a Bribe of 
10000 J. given to a Court Lady; and the firſt Settlement on the ſaid Coaſt was made by Sir 
Nicholas Criſp, and his/Partner, to whom this Company never paid 6 4. for the ſame; all which 
was prov'd at the Bar of the Houſe by Sir Thomas Criſp, in 1709. 

Objection 2. The Bill gives Power to levy Mulits and Fines, and to impoſe « Duty unlimited, which 
% an abſolute Power; and impoſing Taxes on the Subject in a general Manner, by particular Men. 

Anſw. The Article touching Mulcts and Eines is word for word taken out of the Turi Compa- 
ny's Charter, granted by K. James the Firſt, and K. Charles the Second, and is neceſſary in col- 
lecting, raiſing, and falling the Duty, nor hath any Inconvenience at any time attended the ſame. 
But if the Committee pleaſe, thoſe Words may be either continued or left to the Queen's Charter. 

As to the Duty to be rais'd for paying the Company for their Settlements, and maintaining 
them afterwards, which is term'd by this Objector, Impoſing Taxes on the Subject in a general 
Manner: Is there not a Blank left in the Bill for the Houſe to limit or fill up? And if this Du- 
ty was not appointed, how would the Company be paid for their Settlements, or how could they 
be maintain'd afterwards ? Out of nothing? "OY 

As to the particular Perſons levying this Duty, if this Objector will look, he will find the Duty 
muſt be raiſcd as well as fallen by a general Court of all the Company, who will not lay more 
Taxes on themſelves than neceſſary : So that his Quotation is wrong in Fact, no particular Per- 
ſons being allow'd to do it. | 

Objection 3. The Equivalent for the Settlements is fallacious ; the Trade and they being inſeparable : 
That the Land had never been purchaſed but to gain the Trade: That the manner of Arbitration is precarious, 

Anſw. Was it ever heard before, or alledg'd, That a FaQtory-houſe, or Settlement in a Place 
of Trade, free to all Nations, gave a Title to the Owner to the ſole Trade of ſuch Place, exclu- 
ſive of all others of the ſame Nation : Or, if ſuch Perſon had ſome time enjoyed it exclulive, by 


Power and Violence, doth that give a Title ? | | 
By the ſame Reaſon a Man may hedge in a common Field, and keep all others out who have 


a Right to the ſame, till diſpoſſeſs'd by Courſe of Law, and ſhall ſuch Perſon then fly in the 


Face of Juttice, and make Uſe of his unlawtul Poſſeſſion as an Argument to ſupport his Title? 


As to the Company's Pretence to a Property by Purchaſe or Conqueſt, they have not a Foot 
of Ground in Africa but what they hold of the Natives, and pay large Ground-rents for, and ne- 
ver made any Conqueſt or Purchaſe, but of the Danes's Factory near Cape Coaſt, which is now 

uite down, but they always paid Ground-rent to the Natives for the fame. By the ſame Rea- 
fa, the Merchants of Spain or Italy, who have Houſes there, have the ſame Title to the ſole Trade 


of thoſe Places, as the Company have to the African Trade. | 
As to the Method of adjuſting the Equivalent for the Company's Property by Arbitration: 


Tt hath been a Method approv'd of by all Mankind, and eſtabh{ht*d by Act of Parliament, as the 


moſt equal Way of ending Differences, and were any other than the preſent Traders to Africa 


* 


to have purchas'd the Settlements of this Company, there could be no other Way of aſcertaining 
the Value but by Arbitration. 


Objection. As to the Fund to pay this Equivalent, that is alſo fallacious; no body is obliged to export or 


import; and will not be received as 4 reaſonable Security, for Payment of any Subjects Right and Pros 


erty), 
4 Ao It appears by the Company's own Account, laid before the Lords Commiſſioners of 


N Trade, That the annual Duty on the Trade will be a Fund ſufficient, on the Credit whereof to 
raiſe the Company's Equivalent, when adjuſted, and will much more than do it, and ſupport all 


other Charges with the Increaſe thereof, intended by this Bill; and if there may be a Doubt about 
the Payment of the Equivalent, part thereof may be paid down, and torteited, if the whole 
ſhould not be complied with. 

Objection 4. By the Clauſe for ſupplying a competent Sum for maintaining the Company's Settlements; the 
nem People are to enter into which of the Company's Forts they think neceſſary, and pay what they pleaſe 
for repairing them. | : | 

Anſw. The Act provides that the Company may, if they pleaſe, hoop their Settlements, and 
that they may be maintain'd at others Charge; Won't that pleaſe them? But the new People, 


as he terms them, are not to enter into them, as this Wrangler inſinuates; nor did they ever 
| intend it, or want, or value them, and allow them neceſſary, only in Submiſſion to others Judg- 
ments, and rat their awn Experience, the Trade extending ſome thouſand Miles on each fide of 


them 
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them ; and were theſe Settlements, this lame Legg that the Company and their Creditors come 
every Seſſions to the Houſe a begging with, out ot the Queſtion, there would be, nevertheleſs, 
occaſion of eſtabliſhing this Trade in a Regulated Company for many Reaſons. _ 


- Objettion 5. That the Company are excluded from trading from their own Forts, if they ire not free of | 


the Regulated Company. 
Anſw, Notwithſtanding that Inſinuation, the Company know well enough, that there is a 
Clauſe prepared to be offer'd in the Committee, for any Bodies Politick or Corporate, to trade 


to Africa, on making their Secretary or Treaſurer only, or other Pzrſon on their Behalf, free of 


the Regulated Company, and the other Members need not be free. | | 
Objection 6. That any Perſon may erect an Houſe, and have the Protection thereof, whereby the Company 
muſt protect the very Men that devour and deſtroy them. 
Anſw. If the Members of the Regulated Company pay a competent Sum for maintaining the 


Settlement, ſhall not they build an Houſe near them, nor have any Protection from them, or 


+ muſt they be oppreſſed by them as they have been, muſt they pay their Money for nothing? Tis 


to be hoped the Nation is not to be abuſed as they have been by means of theſe Settlements hi- 
therto, and be defrauded of the Money into the Bargain, | 
Objection 7. That the Company are tied up from making Contracts with any other ing or Potent ate eu- 
cluſive of others. 
Anſw. Woful Experience hath ſhewa that thoſe Contracts have tended to the Ruin of the Trade 
in general, nor is the traiterous Contract made by the Company and the Enemy, this War, for 
the Deſtruction of all other Traders, to be forgot, for preventing whereof for the future, this 


Clauſe is undoubtedly neceſſary. 


Objection 8. The Company's Ships are in a ſlaviſh manner to load on board Tuns of Stores, aud 


Soldiers, agreed on at a Price by the Regulated Company. 


able, in regard the Cargoes of our Gainea Ships don't amount to above one Fifth Part of each 


Ship's Loading, and the reſt is filled up with Ballaſt or Water; and the Quantity of Stores ob- | 


jected againſt is but three Tuns to every Hundred Tun each Ship ſhall meaſure, to be carried 


in the Room of ſo much Ballaſt or Water, and Five Soldiers, to the ſame Tonnage, the Price to | 
be adjuſted at a general Court: And if the Company keep their Settlements, this will be a Pro- 
viſion made to their Advantage; but if they diſpoſe of their Settlements this Clauſe cannot affe& ! 


them, 


By this Bill % e Hoaſe will be eaſed of à tedious Diſpate, and the Trade be fixed on à certain Fun- 


At ion. 


On the Foot of this Bill he Members of the Regulated Company cannot be empower'd to defraud Mi. | 


dows and Orphans, by borrowing Money they ue er intend to pay. 


By this Bill he African Trade will be always preſerved to the Nation, and not be thrown into the | 


Mouths of the Dutch, Portugueze, and other Nations, 


By this Bill :he Plantations will be free from the Egyptian Bondage, impoſed on them by an excluſive 


Company. 


' Without this Bill the African Trade remains very precarious ; and no Man can tell whether to 
enter into it, or to continue it when he is in; or to build or buy new Ships for the Trade, 
when the old ones are loſt or taken; or to withdraw his Effe &s out of the Trade, under the 

reſent Uncertainty thereof, 3 PO: 
Without this Bill no Man can venture to ſettle new FaQtories, or take Apprentices ; nor is it 
juſt to breed up Youth in a Trade which they are every Day indanger of being thrown out of. 
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Anſw. That Clauſe relates to the Members of the Regulated Company, and is highly reaſon- 


